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churches, thereby making the experiment 
more practically helpful to churches at large. 

Dedication oi the Y.M.C.A. College 

The new home of the Young Men's 
Christian Association College, at Chicago, 
was dedicated November 28-December 1. 
This event is of no little significance in the 
educational and religious world because it 
bears witness to the increasing emphasis 
upon thorough preparation for associational 
callings. It is not long since the secre- 
taries were drawn from business life and 
from the other professions without any 
special training or education for associational 
work. Now specialization in the various 
departments has shown increasing neces- 
sity for adequate professional training, and 
associational leaders are urging young men 
to pursue the courses of study offered by the 
Young Men's Christian Association College 
before entering on their work as home 
secretaries. 

Religions Instruction and Public 
Education 

"The Relations of Instruction in Reli- 
gion to Public Education" will be the topic 
for the first three days of the meeting in the 
thirteenth annual convention of the Reli- 
gious Education Association in Chicago, 
February 28 and 29, March 1 and 2, 1916. 
The last day will be devoted to departmental 
conferences on religious training in colleges, 
churches, and other institutions. 

At this annual meeting no time will be 
spent in popular mass meetings; instead 



the whole period will be devoted to carefully 
planned conferences. The discussions will 
be based upon a series of investigations into 
the various experiments in correlated in- 
struction, especially in the so-called " Gary 
plan," the Colorado and North Dakota 
plans, and the different systems of paro- 
chial schools and of week-day religious 
instruction. 

The association has no special plan to 
advocate; the conference will afford oppor- 
tunity to study the present situation and 
the various solutions proposed. Some of 
the topics of discussion are: "The Attitude 
of the Religious Communions concerning 
the Relations of Church and State in Edu- 
cation"; "Upon What Conditions Can 
Churches of Different Denominations Com- 
bine in Giving Week-Day Instruction?"; 
"What Are the Reasons for Asking the 
State to Give School Credits for Religious 
Instruction?"; "To What Extent Are the 
Churches Competent to Undertake the 
Educational Task Involved?"; Why 
Some Citizens Believe That the Plan En- 
dangers Our Religious Liberties"; "What 
Influence Will the Week-Day Instruction 
Plan Have on Parochial Schools?" Two 
sessions will be devoted to a study of moral 
conditions in high schools. 

All persons interested in week-day reli- 
gious instruction are invited to the confer- 
ence. The sessions will be held in the 
Congress Hotel. Programs may be ob- 
tained by writing to the Religious Education 
Association, 332 South Michigan Avenue, 
Chicago, Illinois. 
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Church Journalism 

The Christian Century gives to its readers 
the following information respecting church 
journalism. In the territory of the North- 
ern Baptist Convention there are 69 Catholic 
weekly papers with a combined circulation of 
944,462 copies. In the same territory there 



are 12 Baptist papers with a circulation of 
75,569; 4 Congregational papers, circula- 
lation 38,500; 4 Disciple, 59,750; 17 
Methodist, 350,553; and 5 Presbyterian, 
92,607. These 5 Protestant denominations 
have 42 papers with a circulation of 616,979 
copies, less than two-thirds the weekly 
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reading-matter of the Catholics. In the 
southern states there are 4 Baptist weeklies 
with a circulation of 185,067; no Congre- 
gational; 7 Disciple, 65,750; 18 Methodist, 
180,529; and 5 Presbyterian, 55,241; an 
aggregate of 54 papers with a circulation of 
137,898. The totals show that in the 
entire country the Catholics have 69 
weeklies with a circulation of 1,082,360, and 
the 5 Protestant denominations 96 weeklies 
with a circulation of 1,103,566. The aggre- 
gate membership of these denominations, 
exclusive of negro membership, is about 
equal to that of the Catholics. 

Union of Congregationalists and 
Disciples 

Francis E. Clark, founder of the Chris- 
tian Endeavor, would prefer to see the 
Congregationalists unite with the Christian 
Disciples rather than with the Unitarians 
or Episcopalians. So he writes in the 
Advance for December 23. Mr. Clark 
thinks that the Congregationalists and 
Disciples would be of mutual help and that 
as things stand at the present time each is in 
need of the other. The Congregationalists 
emphasize culture, while the Disciples 
emphasize evangelism; and the Congre- 
gationalists, he says, are in need of the 
dynamic of evangelistic passion to keep 
their culture religious, while the Disciples 
need trained insight to refine their evangelis- 
tic methods and to conserve and perfect 
their evangelistic results. 

Church Peace Union Opposed to 
Armed Peace 

The Church Peace Union, of which 
Bishop Greer of New York is president, 
has a question which it wishes to have put 
to Congress. It is this: "How may the 
$250,000,000 now spent annually on our 
defenses be more effectively expended, if it 
is true that neither the army nor the navy 
is efficient in spite of that enormous expendi- 
ture?" The Church Peace Union was 



founded by Mr. Carnegie February 10, 
1914, when he gave $2,000,000 to its trustees. 
The purpose of the Union is to promote the 
cause of international peace through the 
churches, Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish. 
The Union met on December 17 and Dr. 
Frederick Lynch, the secretary, announced 
that the Union was unqualifiedly opposed to 
the present-day demands for increase of 
armaments for the United States. Accord- 
ing to the Survey for January 1 the Union 
adopted a resolution in which it expressed its 
opinion that the United States "is under 
bonds to do what it can toward the reshaping 
of the opinion of nations" and then pro- 
ceeded to ask the question stated above. 

Movements toward Church Union 

A survey of the magazines issued during 
the last month of 191 5 permits one to see 
that the question of church union has 
received attention that is quite unusual. 
When this question has taken on so much of 
current interest it is worth while noting the 
four solutions which the Christian Evangelist 
sets before its readers as the most important: 
first, the Roman Catholic solution for 
church union is that all Protestants and dis- 
senters should return to the original fold; 
secondly, the Protestant Episcopal or 
Anglican solution regards Anglicanism as a 
sort of half-way house between Catholicism 
and Protestantism, which is the place where 
church union should naturally be effected, 
and on the following basis: acceptance of the 
Apostles and Nicene Creed, the authority of 
Scripture, Baptism and the Lord's Supper, 
and the doctrine of apostolic succession; 
thirdly, the Federal Council of the Churches 
of Christ in America is a sort of denomina- 
tional clearing-house and represents the most 
up-to-date solution; fourthly, the Restora- 
tion solution which urges the following 
platform: the confession of Peter, in Matt. 
16: 16, as the sole and ultimate creed of the 
church, the authority of the Scriptures, 
Baptism and the Lord's Supper, and 
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democratic polity. We have observed 
that in making this summary no recognition 
has been made of one of the most significant 
movements of the time, which is the organic 
union being promoted among the Presby- 
terians, Methodists, and Congregationalists 
in Canada. Furthermore, it is doubted 
whether the Federal Council solution should 
be regarded as a solution for church union 
at all. We are inclined to think that it 
should not be so regarded. Nevertheless 
we cannot but feel impressed that this 
movement is gaining in momentum as the 
years pass by. 

Men and the Ghnrch 

A great deal is heard about churches 
having lost their hold upon men and it is, 
therefore, exhilarating to find someone who 
takes up the gauntlet thus thrown down. 
The Christian World announces that statis- 
tics reveal the following facts: Gideons have 
45,000; Brotherhoods have 2,000; Y.M.C.A. 
has 597,000; and Bible classes have 5,000,000 
men. This means that nearly 7,000,000 
men are enrolled in men's Christian move- 
ments at the present time. The Christian 
World holds the view that " the rapid growth 
of movements seeking to set men to work to 
win men for Christ is well-nigh phenomenal." 
And we are agreed that the pastor who in 
his local church does not come into close 
touch with men through the agency of an 
aggressive men's organization is missing an 
incalculably great opportunity. 

Church Union in Canada 

For a considerable time the Presby- 
terians, Methodists, and Congregationalists 
of Canada have been endeavoring to bring 
about a union of the three bodies. 

The Presbyterians have been voting on 
the issue, and the Toronto Globe, of January 
7, announces that the official returns show 
that a majority of 53,086 votes were cast in 
favor of union. This means that the ma- 



jority has dropped nearly 27,000 votes below 
that of ion. The minority vote reached 
the number 93,156 against union and is so 
large that it is thought the union between the 
three bodies will be postponed indefinitely. 
The Christian Guardian represents the 
feeling of the Methodists thus: 

To the friends of union throughout Canada 
the vote as recorded cannot but occasion sincere 
regret. We believe that it is a mistake, but it 
is a mistake for which the Methodists fortunately 
have no responsibility, and one which many of 
our Presbyterian brethern no doubt regret very 
much. It would be profitless, and probably 
unwise, for us to discuss in detail the reasons for 
the adverse vote. It is sufficient for us that 
the vote is adverse, and that now, if complete 
returns bear out the earlier ones, the union ques- 
tion must be viewed as settled for some years at 
least. We think there is a general feeling that 
union will take place in the future, but for the 
present at least it is no longer a subject of 
debate. One thing we think the union move- 
ment will surely claim, viz., that it has brought 
Methodists and Presbyterians closer together 
and has greatly increased their respect for each 
other and their appreciation of each other's 
sterling Christian character. 

The Congregationalist is the organ for the 
third body that has been seeking organic 
union. It says: 

It is becoming more and more apparent that 
our Presbyterian brethern are going to veto 
church union. We cannot divine why it is that 
the vote is so strongly adverse — more so than 
previously. It seems incredible that the 
minority have brought about such a change of 
front, but whatever the cause has been, the 
effect is almost certain. However, we shall 
not spend any sleepless nights over it. We 
did all we could to help on the movement, both 
by pen and by tongue, and having done this we 
bow to the inevitable and shall go on our way 
rejoicing that we did not try to hinder the 
movement. If we have failed in our purpose, 
the responsibility is not ours — our skirts are 
clear. We expressed ourselves in no uncertain 
manner. We did our "bit" for and not against 
union. 



